
                 

 

  

 



 

The church in Virovsko village, Vratza municipality, was built by the 

volunteer work and donations of the village people. It has been active 

since 1895, only 17 years after Bulgaria’s liberation from the Turkish 

occupation. At that time, the young Bulgarian state had more important 

issues to face than building village churches but the residents of Virovsko 

decided to invest workforce and funds in the construction. The building 

materials were transported by animals and carts. The construction of the 

church was commenced in 1891. Four years later, on May 6, 1891, the St. 

George’s day, the church was opened and that day has become the day of 

its patron and the official holiday of the village.   

 

 

 

                      

 

 



 

 The construction of the church was assigned to two skilled masters 

from the town of Tryavna who had built several other churches in the 

district. The stones at the basis of the church were transported from a 

destroyed ancient Thracian sanctuary in the vicinity.  

 In the established church board, the people at the village elected 

their most respected and trustworthy fellow villagers. The responsibility of 

the board was to protect the interests of the villagers, to supervise the 

quality of the construction and to pay the masters. Because of their 

dedication and service, some of them were buried in the churchyard after 

their death. One of them is Mr. Panayot Hristov Denchovski, an active 

figure and a man of high authority.  

One of the first priests at the Virovsko village was Vyacheslav 

Popov, a Russian. From 1933 to 1959 in the Virovsko at the church 

served the priest Prokopi Popmarkov, born in a village nearby (Gorna 

Beshovitza) and resident of the village of Virovsko. Nowadays the church 

is entrusted to the priest Galin Slavkov from the town of Vratza.     

 For several decades, the church had been deserted, robbed, and 

vandalized. The wind and the rain had erased the frescos and destroyed 

the wooden flooring. The restoration of the church was commenced in 

2002-2003. A word of gratitude has to be said about the librarian Mr. 

Peter A. Petrov and Mr. Jordan Ignatov from the village, who had 

gathered and took care of all icons, books and the christening container at 

the Cultural Club Library. After the restoration of the church, these items 

were placed back. 

The restoration work appeared to be quite of a challenge. Much 

money and work was needed in order to bring the church back to life. The 

newly elected Church Board and the Mayor of the village were assigned 

with the task to gather resources for the complete reconstruction of the 

site. The members of the Church Board were Mr. Dimitar Prokopiev, 

Damyan Toshev, Ivan Tzenov, Tzvetan Toshev, and Maria Tzvetkova. For 

that purpose the Board opened a bank account at the Bulgarian Post Bank 

in the town of Vratza. The need for donations for the cause was also 

spread by the Bulgarian National Television.   



              

   

 The entire organization of the donations was realized by the Church 

Board, by the Mayor of the village, Mr. Iliya N. Gaidarsli and with the help 

of Mrs. Miolena P. Markova, a state expert at the Ministry of Finance who 

was born in the village of Virovsko. The funds were raised by the State 

budget and by the local budget of the Vratza municipality with the Mayor 

Eng. V. Bubev. People and legal entities also made donations in the form 

of construction materials and workforce. The southern and eastern iron 

doors of the church were forged by Mr. Nikola Naidenov and Mr. Plamen 

V. Atanassov – born in the village. Prof. Todor A. Todorov, also born in 

Virovsko, relying on personal contacts, provided funds from some foreign 

countries. The names of all donators, physical and legal entities, are 

placed on a special board or under the icons inside the church.  

The Mayor of the village, Mr. Gaidarski, with a help of Mr. Tzvetan 

Toshev, technicians and the former Mayor of Virovsko village, restored 

the boundaries of the church property. The Department of Ecclesiastical 

Matters at The Council of Ministers granted funds for the construction of a 

fence around the churchyard. 



                 

 

In the 2005, on the occasion of 110 years of its first sanctification, 

the church was re-sanctified. On that day and after, the church was 

visited by MPs and by foreign guests.  

 In 2014, the “St. George the Conqueror” Church received as a 

donation a new double iron door for the churchyard and a paved path to 

the entrance. To mark the occasion, on 10 May 2014, the Church Board 

chaired by the priest Galin Slavkov and due to the active work of Darina 

Ivanova, Daniela Tzenova, Tzvetana Bacheva, Marusya Vassileva and 

their helpers from the village – Krastina Khristova, Ivan Tzvetkov Mitov, 

Dimiter Nedyalkov, Ventzislav Tzvetkov, and Yordan Khristov Denchovski, 

etc., organized sanctification of water and offering for the health of all 

residents of the village and for all donators. With the church bell ringing, 

the priest Galin Slavkov blessed the prepared food and water, while Mrs. 

L. Simeonova, an active member of the folklore club at the village, 

presented a bunch of wild geranium to all visitors under the 

accompaniment of the beautiful Bulgarian song, “My country, my 

Bulgaria”. 



 The offering was realized with the help of eng. Nikolai Ivanov – the 

Mayor of Vratza municipality, ATM “AGRO” OOD and its managers, Mr 

Mladen Tzolov and Mr. Emil Avramov, Mts. Verginia Ivanova, Mr. Ivailo 

Mitev, Mr. Valentin Litov, Mr. Plamen V. Atanassov, the agricultural 

cooperative in the village of Tlachene, Doug Kirwin, Kerry Stanway, Teck-

Cominco Ltd., Iluka Resources Company (Australia), Associate Professor 

Iliya Nemigenchev – the former chancellor of the Technical University in 

Gabrovo, Prof. Todor Todorov and his wife Mrs. Miolena Markova-

Todorova. 

 

 

 

 Our church treasures the sanctified copies of the wonderworking 

icons of the Virgin Mary from the three biggest monasteries in Bulgaria - 

Rila, Bachkovo, and Troyan. This makes our village and all of us born and 

living in it and our church “St. George the Victorious” special in the entire 
Vratza eparchy. 



 With a letter No. 161/8 of August 1976 of the Museum of Regional 

History in Vratza, the church in the village of Virovsko was announced as 

a monument of architecture and culture. 

 Since time immemorial, the Bulgarian lands have been famous for 

the inexplicable phenomena occurring on them such as healing springs, 

wonderworking icons, and excavations disclosing historical monuments, 

churches, monasteries, treasures, and places with special energy. 

Bulgaria has many thousands of years of history. The Bulgarian prophet, 

Vanga, asked us to be confident that Bulgaria would survive from 

generation to generation and would become the second Jerusalem and 

the people from all over the world would visit it and pay respect. God 

bless our country! 

 

 

I N V I T A T I O N 

 

Dear Mr./Mrs. ………………………………………………………. 

The Church Board at the “St. George the Conqueror” Church in the village 

of Virovsko has the pleasure to invite you to the official sanctification of 

water on the occasion of the 120th anniversary of the construction and 

sanctification of the Church. The ceremony will take place on 10 May 

2015 in the churchyard of the village of Virovsko. 

Your presence will be an honor for all of us. 

We remain with pleasure: 

(the Church Board) 

  


